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prize-giving not long ago, and was surprised to read
next day in staring headlines,

HEAD MASTER OF ETON WARNS GIRLS
ALL ENGLISHMEN ARE DRUNKEN AND DISHONEST

That was not really my contention: I think that an
Englishman is like a slice of those cakes which, being
constructed in layers, surprise the eater by constant
variety, and that, from whatever section of society he
may come, his potentialities, whether for good or for
evil, are remarkably alike.

But to return to the public school: I should place

very high among the achievements of the public

school spirit this feeling of loyalty to the institution,

as being of definite value both to the individual and

to the community to which he belongs.   And now it

is high time to say with all imaginable emphasis that

no public school man claims any sort of monopoly

of this spirit,   Anyone who knows anything of the

great secondary schools of the country will realize

that it is present there.   The seed has often been

brought by a member of some older foundation, but

there is no mistaking the fact that it has fallen on

congenial soil and has achieved a prodigious growth.

So far from resenting tins, or seeking to belittle it,

every decent public schoolboy will welcome it with

open arms.   It may well be that the greatest of all

the services which die older schools have rendered to

the country will one day prove to have been the